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(57) ABSTRACT

A mobile device case is generally described. In some
examples, the mobile device case may include a retracting
mechanism. In some examples, the retracting mechanism
may be coupled to a cable. The cable may be effective to
allow the cable to be extended away from the mobile device
case, lock the cable into place at a length of extension, and
retract the cable into the mobile device case. In some
examples, the cable may be electrically coupled to a con-
nector piece formed within the mobile device case. In
various examples, the cable may be effective to provide
power or sync data to a mobile device installed within the
mobile device case.

13 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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Connect a mobile device to a connector piece in a mobile device case.
The connector piece may be electrically coupled to a cable.

Y

S2

54 Extend at least a portion of the cable away from the mobile device
case through an opening defined by one or more walls in the mobile
device case
S6
N Connect the cable to a power source or computing device

v

\ Charge the battery of the mobile device and/or sync data through the
cable

:

\ Retract the cable through the opening into the mobile device case
using a retracting mechanism

S8

S10




US 9,472,909 B2

1
MOBILE DEVICE CASE WITH
RETRACTABLE CABLE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. §119(e)
to U.S. Provisional Application 62/011,771 filed on Jun. 13,
2014, the entirety of which is hereby incorporated by
reference.

BACKGROUND

Unless otherwise indicated herein, the materials described
in this section are not prior art to the claims in this appli-
cation and are not admitted to be prior art by inclusion in this
section.

Mobile devices may include cell phones, smart phones,
personal digital assistants (“PDAs™), tablets, and/or other
portable devices. Mobile device cases may be designed to
protect a mobile device from damage. Mobile device cases
may surround the mobile device and may be designed so that
functionality of the mobile device is not impeded.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In some examples, a mobile device case is generally
described. The mobile device case may include a top por-
tion, a bottom portion, and side portions arranged to define
a void. In some examples, the void may be sized and shaped
so as to be effective to receive a mobile device. In some
further examples, the mobile device case may include a rear
portion arranged between the top portion, the bottom portion
and the side portions. The rear portion may include one or
more walls arranged to define a compartment in the mobile
device case. In various examples, the mobile device case
may include a connector piece. The connector piece may be
electrically coupled to a cable. In some examples, the
connector piece may be effective to connect to a port of the
mobile device. In some further examples, the mobile device
may include a retracting mechanism inside the compart-
ment. The retracting mechanism may be effective to allow
the cable to be extended away from the mobile device case.
In some further examples, the retracting mechanism may be
further effective to lock the cable into place at a length of
extension. In some examples, the retracting mechanism may
be further effective to retract the cable into the mobile device
case.

In some examples, methods to charge a battery of a
mobile device are generally described. The methods may
include connecting the mobile device to a connector piece in
a mobile device case. In some examples, the connector piece
may be electrically coupled to a cable. The methods may
further include extending at least a portion of the cable away
from the mobile device case through an opening defined by
one or more walls in the mobile device case. In various
examples, the methods may further include connecting the
cable to a power source or computing device. In some
examples, the methods may further include charging the
battery of the mobile device through the cable. In some other
examples, the methods may further include retracting the
cable through the opening into the mobile device case using
a retracting mechanism.

In some examples, methods of retracting a cable into a
compartment of a mobile device case are generally
described. In some examples, the methods may include
extending a cable away from a mobile device case through

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

an opening defined by one or more walls in the mobile
device case, until a desired length of the cable has been
extended away. In various other examples, the methods may
further include locking a retracting mechanism. The retract-
ing mechanism may be at a locked position when locked.
The methods may further include pulling the cable beyond
the locked position. In some examples, the methods may
further include retracting the cable into the mobile device
case through the opening.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

The foregoing and other features of this disclosure will
become more fully apparent from the following description
and appended claims taken in conjunction with the accom-
panying drawings. Understanding that these drawings depict
only some embodiments in accordance with the disclosure
and are therefore not to be considered limiting of its scope,
the disclosure will be described with additional specificity
and detail by reference to the accompanying drawings in
which:

FIG. 1 illustrates a rear view of an example mobile device
case, in accordance with an embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 2 illustrates a rear view of an example mobile device
case including a retractable cable, in accordance with an
embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 3 illustrates a front view of an example mobile
device case, separated into a top portion of the mobile device
case and a bottom portion of the mobile device case, in
accordance with an embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 4 illustrates a retracting mechanism, in accordance
with an embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 5 illustrating a flow diagram for an example process
to implement a mobile device case with retractable cable, in
accordance with some embodiments of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following detailed description, reference is made to
the accompanying drawings, which form a part hereof. In
the drawings, similar symbols typically identify similar
components, unless context dictates otherwise. The illustra-
tive embodiments described in the detailed description,
drawings, and claims are not meant to be limiting. Other
embodiments may be utilized, and other changes may be
made, without departing from the spirit or scope of the
subject matter presented herein. It will be readily understood
that the aspects of the present disclosure, as generally
described herein, and illustrated in the Figures, can be
arranged, substituted, combined, separated, and designed in
a wide variety of different configurations, all of which are
explicitly contemplated herein.

This disclosure is generally drawn, inter alia, to methods,
apparatus, systems and devices, related to a mobile device
case with retractable cable.

FIG. 1 illustrates a rear view of an example mobile device
case 100. Mobile device case 100 may include a top portion
112, bottom portion 110, and side portions. In some
examples, top portion 112, bottom portion 110, and side
portions of mobile device case 100 may be arranged to
define a void. The void may be sized and/or shaped so as to
be effective to receive a mobile device. In some examples,
mobile device case 100 may be designed to hold and/or
secure a received mobile device. In some examples, mobile
device case 100 may be configured to separate into top
portion of device case 112 and bottom portion of device case
110 to allow for a mobile device to be installed in the case.
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For example, mobile device case 100 may separate into top
portion of device case 112 and bottom portion of device case
110 along a seem 102, to allow for installation of a mobile
device. In various other examples, mobile device case 100
may be effective to stretch and/or bend to securely fit around
a mobile device.

In some examples, mobile device case 100 may include
walls that define an open portion 108 to allow for a camera
of a mobile device to capture images while the mobile
device is installed in mobile device case 100. Additionally,
walls of mobile device case 100 may be formed in such a
way as to define one or more openings to allow a mobile
device installed within mobile device case 100 to connect
with cables, wires, and/or other connectors through the
openings. For example, walls of mobile device case 100 may
be formed in such a way as to allow access to a headphone
port on a mobile device installed within mobile device case
100. The size, shape, and position of various openings of
mobile device case 100 may vary according to the particular
mobile device for which mobile device case 100 is designed.
In some examples, mobile device case 100 may include
openings and/or molded portions effective to allow buttons
of a mobile device installed within mobile device case 100
to be depressed.

Mobile device case 100 may include one or more walls
which may define a compartment 104. In an example, a rear
portion 120 of mobile device case 100 may be situated
between top portion 112, bottom portion 110, and side
portions of mobile device case 100. One or more walls of
rear portion 120 may be arranged to define a compartment
104 inside mobile device case 100. A cover 106 may be a
door, lid or other covering which may be configured to at
least partially conceal and/or cover an opening 114 or access
point to compartment 104. In some examples, opening 114
may be defined by one or more walls of rear portion 120 of
mobile device case 100. Although cover 106 is depicted in
FIG. 1 as a hinged door, cover 106 may use any mechanism
to cover the opening to compartment 104. For example,
cover 106 may be configured to slide in a plane parallel to
the rear surface of mobile device case 100 in order to cover
opening 114. Compartment 106 may include a retracting
mechanism 160. In some examples, retracting mechanism
160 may include a spool, wheel or other track effective to
retract a cable into compartment 104 through opening 114.

FIG. 2 illustrates a rear view of mobile device case 100,
in accordance with an embodiment of the invention. Open-
ing 114 may be configured such that a cable 202 may be
removed through opening 114. In some examples, cable 202
may be retractable. In some other examples, cable 202 may
be a universal serial bus (“USB”) cable. Cable 202 may be
effective to provide power to a battery of mobile device case
100 and/or to a mobile device installed in mobile device case
100. In another example, cable 202 may be effective to
transmit data.

Cable 202 may include a distal head 204 and a proximal
head 206. In some examples, distal head 204 may include a
connector piece 208. Distal head 204 and/or connector piece
208 of cable 202 may be extended away from mobile device
case 100 and connected or coupled to ports, outlets, and/or
other coupling points external to the mobile device case.
Cable 202 (including distal head 204) may be retracted into
compartment 104. For example, cable 202 may be retracted
by a spring operated mechanism. Proximal head 206 of cable
202 may be connected to a portion of mobile device case
100. For example, proximal head 206 may be electrically
coupled to retracting mechanism 160 such that retracting
mechanism 160 may be effective to rotate while coupled to
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proximal head 206. Proximal head 206 may be coupled to a
charging/syncing connector piece, as will be discussed in
further detail below. Distal head 204 and cable 202 may be
retracted into compartment 104 through opening 114 so that
distal head 204 and cable 202 are in a retracted state within
compartment 104. While in a retracted state, a surface of
distal head 204 may be flush and/or in a plane with the rear
surface of mobile device case 100. Cover 106 may be
effective to cover distal head 204 and cable 202, when distal
head 204 and cable 202 are in a retracted state. In some
examples, cover 106 (when closed) may prevent distal head
204 and cable 202 from falling out of mobile device case
100. In some examples, cover 106 may cover or conceal
connector piece 208 while distal head 204 is arranged in a
recessed portion of rear portion 120. Distal head 204 may be
flush and/or in a plane with the rear surface of mobile device
case 100 while arranged in a recessed portion of a surface of
rear portion 120.

FIG. 3 illustrates a front view of mobile device case 100,
in accordance with an embodiment of the invention. Mobile
device case 100 may be separated along seem 102 into top
portion of device case 112 and bottom portion of device case
110. Mobile device case 100 may include a charging/syncing
connector piece 302. In an example, bottom portion 110 may
include charging/syncing connector piece 302. Charging/
syncing connector piece 302 may connect or electrically
couple to a port of a mobile device when the mobile device
is installed within mobile device case 100. Charging/syncing
connector piece 302 may be electrically coupled to proximal
head 206 of cable 202 within mobile device case 100. For
example, proximal head 206 may be effective to couple to
charging/syncing connector piece 302 such that retracting
mechanism 160 may rotate without interrupting an electrical
coupling between proximal head 206 and charging/syncing
connector piece 302. In one example, the coupling between
proximal head 206 and charging syncing connector piece
302 may include one or more tension bent connectors
arranged in contact with circular conductors disposed on a
surface of retracting mechanism 160. In some examples,
charging/syncing connector piece 302 may be formed as a
part of mobile device case 100. In other examples, charging/
syncing connector piece 302 may be fused or connected to
a portion of mobile device case 100, such as bottom portion
110. Charging/syncing connector piece 302 may be effective
to charge a battery of a mobile device when the mobile
device is installed within mobile device case 100. In some
examples, charging/syncing connector piece 302 may be
effective to sync data between a mobile device installed
within mobile device case 100 and an external device. In
some examples, an external computing device may be
connected or coupled to mobile device case 100 through
distal head 204 and/or connector piece 208 of cable 202.

In various examples, mobile device case 100 may include
a rechargeable battery 308. In some examples, rechargeable
battery 308 may be formed within mobile device case 100 or
connected to mobile device case 100. Rechargeable battery
308 may be a battery effective to charge a battery of a mobile
device installed within mobile device case 100. In some
examples, rechargeable battery 308 may be effective to
recharge a battery of a mobile device installed within mobile
device case 100 through charging/syncing connector piece
302. In some examples, rechargeable battery 308 may be
charged through cable 202. In various examples, when distal
head 204 and/or connector piece 208 of cable 202 is coupled
to a power source, a battery of a mobile device installed
within mobile device case 100 may be charged through
charging/syncing connector piece 302. When the battery of
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the mobile device installed within mobile device case 100 is
fully charged, rechargeable battery 308 may be charged
through cable 202. In various other examples where cable
202 is coupled to a power source, rechargeable battery 308
may be charged prior to charging a battery of a mobile
device installed within mobile device case 100.

FIG. 4 illustrates an example of retracting mechanism
160, in accordance with an embodiment of the invention. In
some examples, compartment 104 of mobile device case 100
may include a retracting mechanism 160. For example,
retracting mechanism 160 may be connected or fused to one
or more walls which define compartment 104. In some
examples, retracting mechanism 160 may include a spool,
wheel or other track effective to retract cable 202. For
example, cable 202 may be at least partially wound around
retracting mechanism 160. Retracting mechanism 160 may
allow cable 202 to be unwound from retracting mechanism
160 when cable 202 is pulled or extended away from mobile
device case 100 through opening 114. In examples where
retracting mechanism 160 is a wheel-like structure, retract-
ing mechanism 160 may be configured to rotate around an
axle 404. In some examples, retracting mechanism 160 may
use a locking spring mechanism or other tension based
mechanism. For example, a desired length of cable 202 may
be extended away from mobile device case 100. When a
desired length of cable 202 has been extended away from
mobile device case 100, retracting mechanism 160 may be
locked into place. For example, retracting mechanism 160
may be effective to lock into place when a user stops pulling
cable 202 out of mobile device case 100. When retracting
mechanism 160 is locked into place, cable 202 may be
locked into place at a particular length of extension.

A user of mobile device case 100 may unlock retracting
mechanism 160 by pulling cable 202 beyond the locked
position and releasing the tension caused by pulling the
cable beyond the locked position. In some examples, a
spring or tension mechanism may be effective to retract
cable 202 into compartment 104 of mobile device case 100
for storage and/or concealment. For example, after retracting
cable 202 into compartment 104, cable 202 may be fully
disposed within compartment 104 of mobile device case
100.

In some cases, retracting mechanism 160 may include a
cogged wheel 406, which may include cogs and/or teeth 408
around less than the entire circumference of cogged wheel
406. In various examples, cogged wheel 406 may be located
around axle 404. A locking component 410 may engage with
cogs 408 to lock cogged wheel 406 (and thus retracting
mechanism 160 and cable 202) into place. Cogged wheel
406, in combination with the coiled spring (or other tension
mechanism) may allow retracting mechanism 160 (and thus
cable 202) to be locked into a desired position. In some
examples, a button may be used to lock cable 202 into place
at a desired length of extension. Additionally, a button may
be used to retract cable 202, when cable 202 is extended
away from mobile device case 100.

Among other possible benefits, a mobile device case in
accordance with the present disclosure may allow a mobile
device user to have a charging/syncing cable at the user’s
disposal, while securely protecting the mobile device inside
a case. Additionally, the retractable mechanism may allow a
charging/syncing cable to be secured within the mobile
device case when the cable is not in use. The charging/
syncing cable may be configured to sync data to and/or
charge the battery of the mobile device as well as additional
rechargeable batteries which may be installed within the
mobile device case. Additionally, a user may be able to
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continue to use the mobile device while the USB cable may
be connected to an external port, as the USB cable may be
of a length which may be in excess of a few inches.

FIG. 5 depicts a flow diagram for example processes to
implement a mobile device case with retractable cable
arranged in accordance with at least some examples
described herein. An example process may include one or
more operations, actions, or functions as illustrated by one
or more of blocks S2, S4, S6, S8, and/or S10. Although
illustrated as discrete blocks, various blocks may be divided
into additional blocks, combined into fewer blocks, or
eliminated, depending on the desired implementation. The
blocks may be supplemented with additional blocks repre-
senting other operations, actions or functions. The process in
FIG. 5 may be used by a mobile device case with retractable
cable. The mobile device case with retractable cable may be
configured in communication with a mobile device.

Processing may begin at block S2, “Connect a mobile
device to a connector piece in a mobile device case. The
connector piece may be electrically coupled to a cable.” At
block S2, a mobile device may be connected to a connecter
piece in a mobile device case. The connector piece may be
electrically coupled to a cable, such as cable 202 depicted in
FIG. 2. In some examples, the cable may include a distal
head and a proximal head. The proximal head may be
electrically coupled to a connector piece of the mobile
device case. In some examples, the proximal head may be
connected to a portion of the mobile device case.

Processing may continue from block S2 to block S4,
“Extend at least a portion of the cable away from the mobile
device case through an opening defined by one or more walls
in the mobile device case.” At block S4, the cable, such as
cable 202, may be extended away from the mobile device
case through an opening (such as opening 114 of FIG. 1)
defined by one or more walls in the mobile device case.

Processing may continue from block S4 to block S6,
“Connect the cable to a power source or computing device.”
At block S6, the cable may be connected to a power source.

Processing may continue from block S6 to block S8,
“Charge the battery of the mobile device and/or sync data
through the cable.” At block S8, a battery of a mobile device
installed within the mobile device case may be charged
through the cable. In some other examples, the cable may be
connected to a computing device. Data may be synced
between the mobile device installed within the mobile
device case and the computing device.

Processing may continue from block S8 to block S10,
“Retract the cable through the opening into the mobile
device case using a retracting mechanism.” At block S10 the
cable (such as cable 202) may be retracted through the
opening into the mobile device case using a retracting
mechanism (such as retracting mechanism 402 of FIG. 4). In
some examples, the retracting mechanism may include a
spool or a wheel. In some other examples, retracting the
cable may include using a locking spring mechanism to
rotate the retracting mechanism around an axle. In some
further examples, after retracting the cable, the cable or a
portion of the cable may be concealed using a cover. In
various examples, concealing the cable may include sliding
the cover over the opening in a plane that is parallel to the
rear surface of the mobile device case.

While various aspects and embodiments have been dis-
closed herein, other aspects and embodiments will be appar-
ent to those skilled in the art. The various aspects and
embodiments disclosed herein are for purposes of illustra-
tion and are not intended to be limiting, with the true scope
and spirit being indicated by the following claims.
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What is claimed is:

1. A case for a mobile device that is powered by an
internal rechargeable battery that is operatively connected to
a power/data port on the mobile device, the case comprising:

a plurality of walls hounding a cavity for receiving the
mobile device in a mounted position, one of the walls
being a rear wall;

a cover wall juxtaposed with the rear wall and hounding
an internal compartment therewith, the cover wall
having an opening;

a power/data connector fixed to the case and connected to
the power/data port in the mounted position;

an elongated Universal Serial Bus (USB) cable having
one end inside the internal compartment, and an oppo-
site end operatively connected to a USB connector; and

a cable extension/retraction mechanism mounted in the
internal compartment and operatively connected
between said one end of the USB cable and the power/
data connector, the mechanism being operative for
enabling the USB cable to be extended in one direction
through the opening to an extended state for connection
of the USB connector to an electrical power source for
recharging the internal rechargeable battery, and for
enabling the USB cable to be retracted in an opposite
direction through the opening to a retracted state for
storage inside the internal compartment.

2. The case of claim 1, wherein the plurality of walls
include a top case portion and a bottom case portion that is
separable from the top case portion.

3. The case of claim 1, and a door mounted on the cover
wall for covering the opening in the retracted state, and for
uncovering the opening in the extended state.

4. The case of claim 1, wherein the USB connector is
received in the internal compartment in the retracted state.

5. The case of claim 1, wherein the mechanism includes
a rotary spool around which the USB cable is wound in the
retracted state, and unwound in the extended state.

6. The case of claim 1, and further comprising a lock for
releasably locking the USB cable in the extended state.

7. The case of claim 1, and further comprising a backup
battery mounted in the internal compartment, and wherein
the USB cable in the extended state conducts electrical
power to at least one of the batteries.

8. A method of electrically charging an internal recharge-
able battery of a mobile device via a power/data port on the
mobile device, the method comprising:

receiving the mobile device in a cavity of a case having
a plurality of walls in a mounted position;

juxtaposing a cover wall with a rear wall of the case to
bound an internal compartment therewith;

fixedly mounting a power/data connector to the case;

connecting the power/data connector to the power/data
port in the mounted position;

mounting one end of an elongated Universal Serial Bus
(USB) cable inside the internal compartment, and
operatively connecting an opposite end of the USB
cable to a USB connector;
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operatively connecting a cable extension/retraction
mechanism between said one end of the USB cable and
the power/data connector;

extending the USB cable from the cable extension/retrac-
tion mechanism mounted in the internal compartment
to an extended state;

connecting the USB connector in the extended state to an
electrical power source for recharging the internal
rechargeable battery; and

retracting the USB cable to the cable extension/retraction
mechanism to a retracted state for storage inside the
internal compartment.

9. The method of claim 8, and winding the USB cable
around a rotary spool in the retracted state, and unwinding
the USB cable from the spool in the extended state.

10. The method of claim 8, and releasably locking the
USB cable in the extended state.

11. The method of claim 8, and mounting a backup battery
in the internal compartment, and conducting electrical
power to at least one of the batteries with the USB cable in
the extended state.

12. The method of claim 8, and connecting the USB
connector in the extended state to a data source for synching
data between the mobile device and the data source.

13. A case for a mobile device that is powered by an
internal rechargeable battery that is operatively connected to
a power/data port on the mobile device, the case comprising:

a plurality of walls bounding a cavity for receiving the
mobile device in a mounted position, one of the walls
being a rear wall;

a cover wall juxtaposed with the rear wall and bounding
an internal compartment therewith, the cover wall
having an opening;

a power/data connector fixed to the case and connected to
the power/data port in the mounted position;

an elongated Universal Serial Bus (USB) cable having
one end inside the internal compartment, and an oppo-
site end operatively connected to a USB connector; and

a cable extension/retraction mechanism mounted in the
internal compartment and operatively connected
between said one end of the USB cable and the power/
data connector, the mechanism being operative for
enabling the USB cable to be extended in one direction
through the opening to an extended state for connection
of the USB connector to an electrical power source for
recharging the internal rechargeable battery and for
connection of the USB connector to a data source for
synching data between the mobile device and the data
source, and for enabling the USB cable to be retracted
in an opposite direction through the opening to a
retracted state for storage inside the internal compart-
ment.



